WRITING THAT PERFECT ESSAY

TIPS TO HELP

AIM OF AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL PAPER

Anthropology is not just an accumulation of facts and the there are many debates within the discipline.  It is not important to know which theory is right or wrong but importantly you must be able to understand the complexity involved.  Even when providing a paper that is to summarize and review an article, you need to do so and situate your work within a broader anthropological framework.  

You need to 

1. demonstrate that you did your reading

2. demonstrate that you have thought about what you read

3. demonstrate that you understand what you have read in relation to a larger anthropological context.

CHECK LIST TO HELP WITH REVIEWS AND ESSAYS:

DEFINE:  explain what a word or concept means, especially in relation to anthropological meaning

DESCRIBE:  give an account or summary of

COMPARE:  look at various aspects and show their similarities and where appropriate their differences

CONTRAST:  highlight the differences

ILLUSTRATE:  provide evidence and give examples from a source or database

PROVE:  take the reader through your logical steps of an argument

DISCUSS:  write about the different views, parts or theories on a subject

EVALUATE:  look at the various sides of a subject and come to a judgement or conclusion

ANALYSE:  think about the various parts and how they relate or tie in.

EXAMINE CRITICALLY:  Act as a judge, but not necessarily in a condemning way.  Look at all aspects, situate within broader anthropological themes and give logical reasons for your viewpoint.  

STRUCTURE OF THE PAPER

I.
INTRODUCTION

Your paper’s introduction is the most important and most difficult paragraph to write.  You may want to simply begin with an outline and then re-write the introduction after you have written the paper.  To have a good introduction you will need to re-write it several times before you hand in your paper.  (make sure you allow time for this).. 

In your introduction you must:


1. let your reader know what your paper is about 

The introduction is the road map your readers will follow, without a good introduction your readers will be lost.  


2. place your topic into context 

understand the topic and provide your reader with a short introduction to the topic


3. state your thesis- the position you will maintain for the rest of the paper

4. grab your reader’s attention and interest so that he or she may continue     reading

Hints for a successful introduction:

1) Do not begin the introduction with a large generalization; it does not tell enough about your subject and it may be making claims that you cannot really substantiate.  

Avoid a phrase like:

“Hunter-gatherers have always existed”  

Better: 

“Anthropologists have devoted considerable attention to how societies are organized according to their mode of subsistence.  The category of hunter-gatherers refers to a mode of subsistence in which people are highly mobile and obtain their livelihood from hunting, gathering or foraging.  Anthropologists first began to study hunter-gatherers in the hope that it may provide an understanding to our “primitive” past.  Currently, anthropologists…… (and continue with your paper)

2) Include your thesis statement in the first paragraph

What is a thesis statement??

It is not your topic or a statement of fact, or a question.  Instead a thesis statement informs the reader about the conclusion you have reached in your study of the research area.  

Your job is not to find one right answer but rather to make the strongest possible case for your own thesis.  

II.
THE BODY OF THE PAPER:

The paragraphs that follow after the introduction must present specific evidence to prove your thesis statement.  The paragraphs need to be complete and well organized and they need to follow from each other in a logical sequence.  As a rule of thumb, each paragraph should be between about 5-10 sentences in length.  

1) Topic Sentence:

Each paragraph should begin with a topic sentence and each paragraph should discuss a single idea, of which you should introduce in the first sentence.  This means you may actually have to re-arrange sentences when revising.  One writer’s guide suggests that when people write they typically write the topic sentence about the third sentence into a paragraph.  If you write in this manner you will need to re-order for your final draft.  

2) Provide Evidence:

The rest of the paragraph after the topic sentence should illustrate the point you are making.  

3) Maintain Focus:

Eliminate any details that are not 100% relevant to your argument, no matter how interesting they may be.  

4) Anticipate Contradictory Arguments:

In anthropology there are often different views regarding the same topic.  It is normal that your work will not agree with others.  If you are arguing that hunter-gatherers as a category of people is still an important way to describe how people live their lives then it is important to know how others who oppose this use of a category support their argument.  

III.
CONCLUSION

Your conclusion should not introduce any new evidence or ideas.  It should restate your most important conclusions (your thesis statement) and should explain to your reader why these conclusions are important. 

Although you may have some questions for further research you should not simply end on a list of your own questions.  

Do not give me your opinion but rather structure your essay in such a way that you convince me of your argument. 

Look at the introduction again – do the introduction and conclusion match?

It is alright to revise the introduction after you have completed your essay.  

CITATION AND REFERENCING

If you use the ideas or thoughts of another person you must provide a reference.  For example if you were to discuss immediate and delayed return hunter-gatherers then make sure to cite the person who discusses such a distinction (Woodburn 1982).  [The citation always has the (Name YEAR).] 

If you use the direct words of an author make sure to use “Quotation Marks.”  Then the citation should also incorporate the page number.  

“To discover how Hadza decide to move to a new site and how they select a new site is a matter of some difficulty.” (Woodburn 1972: 201)

If the direct quote is very long, then indent single space with no quotation marks but still provide the (NAME YEAR: PAGE)

Your reference list is different from a bibliography.  The reference list includes only those works which you have cited in your paper.  So using the above examples in my reference list I must have both:

Woodburn, J. 1972. "Ecology, Nomadic Movement and the Composition of the Local Group Among Hunters and Gatherers:  An East African Example and Its Implications," in Man, Settlement and Urbanism. Edited by P. Ucko and R. Tringham, pp. 193-210. London: Duckworth.

_____1982. Egalitarian Societies. Man 17:431-452.
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