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A.	  Items	  That	  Do	  Not	  Require	  Senate	  Approval	  
	  
1.	  Department	  of	  Criminology	  &	  Criminal	  Justice	  
	  

a)	  Request	  to	  renumber	  CRIM	  4503:	  Discourse	  and	  Crime	  to	  CRIM	  3403:	  Discourse	  
and	  Crime.	  	  	  Moving	  this	  course	  to	  the	  3rd	  year	  level	  will	  make	  it	  more	  accessible	  
to	  a	  larger	  number	  of	  students,	  rather	  than	  restricted	  to	  a	  small	  number	  of	  4th	  
year	  students.	  	  	  	  
	  

	   b)	  Request	  to	  cross-‐list	  CRIM	  4403:	  Feminist	  Criminology	  with	  Women	  and	  
	   Gender	  Studies	  Programme	  (WS/GS).	  
	  

Approved	  by	  the	  SCC.	  
	  
	  

2.	  Department	  of	  English	  Language	  and	  Literature:	  Special	  Topics	  Proposal	  	  	  
(documentation	  p.7-‐14)	  

	   	   a)	  ENGL	  4786	  Reading	  the	  Sonnet	  Honours	  Seminar	  I	  and	  II	  	  

Approved	  by	  the	  SCC.	  
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B.	  Item	  That	  Requires	  Senate	  Approval	  (with	  motion)	  	  
	  
1.	  Department	  of	  	  Philosophy	  (documentation	  pp.	  4-‐7)	  	  
New	  course	  proposal:	  	  PHIL	  2263	  The	  Art	  of	  Living:	  Ancient	  Greek	  Strategies	  for	  Happiness	  in	  the	  
XXIst	  Century.	  	  	  

	  
MOTION:	  That	  PHIL	  2263	  be	  approved.	  
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II.	  DOCUMENTATION	  (pp.	  4-‐14)	  
	  
1.	  Department	  of	  Philosophy:	  New	  Course	  Proposal	  
	  	  
1.	  Type	  of	  Proposal	  
	  

This	  course	  proposal	  is	  meant	  to	  become	  a	  regular	  offering	  
	  

2.	  Course	  Name	  and	  Proposed	  Number	  
	  

PHIL	  2263.	  The	  Art	  of	  Living:	  Ancient	  Greek	  Strategies	  for	  Happiness	  in	  the	  XXIst	  Century	  	  
Abbreviated	  Title:	  The	  Art	  of	  Living	  
	  

3.	  Calendar	  Description	  (75	  words)	  
	  

Can	  Greek	  philosophers	  help	  us	   live	   a	   fulfilling	   life?	  This	   course	  examines	  a	   rich	   tradition	  
known	  as	  “therapy	  for	  the	  mind,”	  that	  developed	  from	  Socrates	  to	  Hellenistic	  Philosophy.	  These	  
thinkers	   argue	   that	   philosophy	   improves	   many	   facets	   of	   our	   lives	   and	   can	   help	   us	   become	  
happy.	  What	  do	  they	  have	  to	  say	  about	  happiness,	  emotions,	  desires,	  love,	  and	  death?	  Can	  this	  
advice	   be	   useful	   for	   us	   today?	   The	   course	   presupposes	   no	   background	   in	   philosophy.	  
Prerequisites:	  none.	  

	  
4.	  Theme	  or	  Category	  Grouping	  
	  

This	  course	  should	  be	  listed	  under	  “III:	  Moral	  Philosophy”	  
	  

5.	  Impact	  on	  Programme	  Requirements	  
	  

This	   course	   will	   count	   as	   one	   of	   the	   six	   (6)	   credit	   requirements	   in	  moral	   philosophy	   for	  
Honours	  and	  Majors.	  

	  
6.	  Cross-‐Listing	  
	  

This	  course	  will	  not	  be	  cross-‐listed.	  
	  

7.	  Rationale	  for	  the	  Course	  
	  

This	  course	  has	  three	  main	  aims.	  (1)	  To	  introduce	  students	  to	  philosophical	  thinking	  about	  
what	   it	   means	   to	   have	   a	   good	   life.	   This	   includes	   both	   the	   interpretation	   and	   evaluation	   of	  
arguments.	   (2)	   To	   explore	   whether	   authors	   who	   developed	   these	   arguments	   in	   a	   vastly	  
different	  historical	  context	  can	  speak	  to	  us	  today.	  (3)	  To	  assess	  whether	  there	   is	  any	   inherent	  
incompatibility	  between	  philosophy	  as	  a	  theoretical	  pursuit	  and	  philosophy	  as	  a	  way	  of	  life.	  

The	   course	   will	   also	   give	   majors	   and	   honours	   an	   additional	   option	   to	   fulfill	   their	   moral	  
philosophy	   requirement.	   Philosophy	   as	   “therapy	   for	   the	   mind,”	   and	   philosophy	   as	   a	   way	   to	  
improve	  our	   lives	  has	  undergone	  a	  revival	  since	  the	   late	  1980’s,	  coinciding	  with	  the	  increased	  
interest	  in	  Hellenistic	  philosophy.	  This	  course	  will	  therefore	  fill	  an	  underrepresented	  gap	  in	  our	  
existing	  program.	  

	  
8.	  Instructor’s	  Name	  
	  



	  
	  

5	  

This	  course	  will	  be	  taught	  by	  Dr.	  Jean-‐Philippe	  Ranger	  
	  

9.	  Course	  Description	  
	  

This	  course	  will	  introduce	  students	  to	  debates	  about	  living	  well,	  primarily	  through	  readings	  
of	  works	   in	   ancient	   Greek	   philosophy	   from	   Plato	   to	   the	   Sceptics,	  with	   a	   special	   emphasis	   on	  
Epicureans	  and	  Stoics.	  Key	   themes	   include:	  happiness	  and	  teleology,	  human	  relationships,	   the	  
role	  of	  emotions	  and	  desires,	  questions	  of	   life	  and	  death,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  role	  of	  spirituality	  and	  
mindfulness	  in	  a	  good	  and	  fulfilled	  life.	  We	  will	  explore	  these	  themes	  in	  various	  ways.	  First,	  we	  
will	   examine	   the	  answers	   these	  philosophers	  provide	   to	  difficult	  questions	  about	   life.	   Second,	  
we	   will	   assess	   the	   kind	   of	   evidence	   they	   provide	   to	   make	   their	   claims.	   Finally,	   we	   will	   ask	  
whether	  these	  answers	  can	  help	  us	  today.	  

PHIL	  2263	  will	  not	  overlap	  with	  any	  existing	  courses.	  A	  first	  (1)	  apparent	  overlap	  would	  be	  
with	  GRID	  2006	  and	  2106	  (The	  Quest	  for	  the	  Good	  Life	  I	  and	  II).	  However,	  while	  GRID	  2006	  and	  
2106	   draw	   on	   various	   different	   disciplines	   (literature,	   religion,	   philosophy,	   politics),	   the	  
material	  from	  PHIL	  2263	  will	  only	  focus	  on	  philosophical	  issues	  and	  answers	  about	  the	  way	  to	  
organize	   one’s	   life.	   Furthermore,	   the	   material	   for	   PHIL	   2263	   draws	   on	   arguments	   from	  
Hellenistic	  philosophers,	  authors	  who	  are	  not	  covered	  in	  GRID	  2006	  and	  2106.	  	  

A	   second	   (2)	   apparent	   overlap	  would	  be	   the	   inclusion	  of	   the	  Nicomachean	  Ethics,	   already	  
extensively	  covered	  in	  PHIL	  2213	  (Introduction	  to	  Moral	  Philosophy).	  However,	  PHIL	  2263	  will	  
only	  cover	  a	  few	  key	  arguments	  of	  the	  Nicomachean	  Ethics:	  chapters	  1-‐4	  of	  EN	  I.	  There,	  Aristotle	  
develops	   the	   groundwork	   from	   which	   the	   Hellenistic	   philosophers	   (the	   main	   focus	   of	   PHIL	  
2263)	  begin	  their	  investigation	  of	  the	  art	  of	  living.	  

A	   third	   (3)	   apparent	   overlap	  would	   be	   the	   study	   of	   the	  Hellenistic	   philosophers	  who	   are	  
covered	   in	  PHIL	  2123	   (Ancient	  Philosophy	   II:	  Aristotle	   and	  Hellenistic	  Philosophy).	  However,	  
the	  main	   focus	  of	  PHIL	  2123	   is	  Hellenistic	  physics	   and	   logic,	  whereas	   the	  main	   focus	  of	  PHIL	  
2263	  is	  Hellenistic	  ethics.	  While	  there	  will	  be	  no	  overlap	  between	  PHIL	  2123	  and	  PHIL	  2263,	  the	  
two	  courses	  are	  designed	  to	  be	  complimentary.	  

	  
10.	  Evaluation	  System	  
	  

Test	  1:	  15%	  	  
Test	  2:	  25%	  
Essay:	  30%	  
Final	  Exam:	  30%	  
	  

11.	  Possible	  Course	  Texts	  and	  Other	  Materials	  
	  

Grube,	  G.	  &	  J.	  Cooper	  (2001)	  The	  Trial	  and	  Death	  of	  Socrates.	  Indianapolis:	  Hackett	  Publishing	  
Company.	  
	  

Inwood,	  B.	  &	  L.	  Gerson	  (1997)	  Hellenistic	  Philosophy:	  Introductory	  Readings.	  Indianapolis:	  
Hackett	  Publishing	  Company.	  
	  

Irwin,	  T.	  (2000)	  Aristotle.	  Nicomachean	  Ethics.	  Indianapolis:	  Hackett	  Publishing	  Company.	  
	  

Long,	  A.	  &	  D.	  Sedley	  (1987)	  The	  Hellenistic	  Philosophers.	  Volume	  I.	  Cambridge:	  Cambridge	  
University	  Press.	  
	  

Sprague,	  R.	  (1992)	  Plato.	  Laches	  and	  Charmides.	  Indianapolis:	  Hackett	  Publishing	  Company.	  
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Zeyl,	  D.	  (1987)	  Plato.	  Gorgias.	  Indianapolis:	  Hackett	  Publishing	  Company.	  
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2.	  Department	  of	  English	  Language	  and	  Literature:	  Special	  Topics	  Proposal	  	  

A	  	  Special	  Topics	  course	  syllabus	  was	  submitted	  to	  the	  SCC	  by	  the	  Chair	  of	  English	  Language	  and	  
Literature:	  
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ENGL	  4786	  Reading	  the	  Sonnet	  Honours	  Seminar	  I	  and	  II	  	  

	  

1.	  Type	  of	  Proposal	  

This	  is	  a	  Special	  Topics	  Proposal:	  a	  4th	  year	  Honours	  Seminar	  Course.	  

	  

2.	  Course	  Name	  and	  #	  

ENGL	  4786	  	  Reading	  the	  Sonnet	  	  Honours	  Seminar	  I	  and	  II	  

	  

3.	  Calendar	  Description	  

This	  course	  offers	  an	  historical	  study	  of	  sonnets	  written	  in	  English.	  It	  will	  begin	  by	  looking	  at	  the	  
historical	  antecedents	  of	  the	  sonnet	  form,	  such	  as	  Petrarch,	  Wyatt,	  and	  Surrey.	  It	  will	  emphasize	  
the	  sonnet’s	  increasing	  complexity	  as	  English	  authors	  such	  as	  Sidney,	  Spenser,	  Shakespeare,	  
Wroth,	  and	  several	  others	  develop	  it.	  Focus	  will	  be	  given	  to	  both	  sonnet	  sequences	  and	  
occasional	  sonnets.	  

	  

4.	  Theme	  or	  Category	  Grouping	  

The	  course	  fulfills	  6ch	  of	  the	  12ch	  in	  pre-‐1800	  literature	  required	  by	  Honours	  students.	  

	  

5.	  Impact	  on	  Program	  Requirements	  

This	  course	  will	  help	  to	  satisfy	  the	  requirement	  for	  Honours	  English	  students	  to	  take	  two	  
Seminars	  during	  their	  course	  of	  study.	  

	  

6.	  Cross-‐Listing	  

N/A	  

	  

7.	  Rationale	  for	  the	  course	  

This	  course	  provides	  the	  opportunity	  for	  an	  in	  depth	  study	  of	  an	  essential	  literary	  form	  in	  the	  
field	  of	  English	  Literature.	  

	  

8.	  Instructor’s	  Name	  
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Dr.	  Dennis	  Desroches	  

	  

9.	  Course	  Description	  

The	  sonnet	  form	  has	  been	  central	  to	  the	  evolution	  of	  English	  poetry.	  This	  course	  offers	  a	  critical	  
study	  of	  sonnets	  by	  first	  examining	  its	  antecedents	  in	  such	  poets	  as	  Petrarch	  (translated	  from	  
the	  Italian),	  Wyatt,	  and	  Surrey.	  It	  will	  emphasize	  the	  sonnet’s	  increasing	  complexity	  as	  authors	  
such	  as	  Sidney,	  Spenser,	  Shakespeare,	  Wroth,	  and	  several	  others	  develop	  it.	  The	  authors	  studied	  
exhibit	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  approaches	  to	  the	  sonnet	  form.	  From	  sophisticated	  treatments	  of	  the	  
form	  itself,	  to	  the	  transformation	  of	  its	  subject	  matter,	  we	  shall	  study	  how	  sonnets	  take	  on	  
subjects	  as	  diverse	  as	  love,	  religion,	  politics,	  and	  even	  the	  problematization	  of	  the	  form	  and	  
content	  of	  the	  sonnet.	  To	  this	  end,	  we	  will	  focus	  on	  both	  sonnet	  sequences	  as	  well	  as	  occasional	  
sonnets,	  informing	  our	  study	  with	  both	  recent	  scholarship	  on	  the	  subject,	  as	  well	  as	  recent	  
advances	  in	  literary	  theory.	  

	  

10.	  Evaluation	  System	  

The	  evaluation	  of	  this	  course	  will	  be	  based	  on	  participation,	  seminar	  presentations,	  and	  a	  final	  
paper.	  Participation	  will	  be	  worth	  20	  %,	  and	  will	  reflect	  class	  members’	  contributions	  to	  
discussion	  about	  the	  seminars	  presented	  in	  the	  course.	  The	  final	  essay	  will	  be	  worth	  30	  %,	  and	  
will	  be	  constructed	  as	  an	  exercise	  meant	  to	  demonstrate	  the	  students’	  ability	  to	  synthesize,	  and	  
make	  arguments	  from,	  the	  discoveries	  made	  in	  the	  course,	  and	  will	  demonstrate	  their	  
understanding	  of	  the	  seminars	  and	  discussions	  in	  class.	  The	  number	  of	  seminar	  presentations	  
will	  vary	  according	  to	  how	  many	  students	  are	  enrolled,	  but	  they	  will	  be	  worth	  a	  total	  of	  50	  %	  of	  
the	  course.	  Thirty-‐five	  per	  cent	  (35	  %)	  of	  that	  grade	  will	  reflect	  the	  quality	  of	  the	  presentation	  
itself―its	  research	  will	  be	  assessed	  on	  its	  depth	  and	  relevance	  to	  the	  topic	  at	  hand,	  while	  the	  
oral	  presentation	  will	  be	  graded	  on	  both	  the	  organization	  of	  the	  presentation	  as	  well	  as	  the	  ease	  
and	  coherence	  with	  which	  it	  is	  presented	  to	  the	  class.	  The	  final	  15	  %	  will	  be	  the	  written	  
component	  of	  the	  seminar.	  This	  will	  be	  a	  relatively	  short	  evaluative	  essay	  (again,	  based	  on	  
enrolment	  numbers	  and	  frequency	  of	  presentation),	  based	  on	  the	  students’	  experiences	  
conducting	  research	  for	  the	  topic,	  the	  hurdles	  they	  encountered,	  and	  the	  lessons	  that	  they’ve	  
taken	  away	  from	  the	  seminar	  experience.	  In	  this	  final	  instance,	  the	  written	  component	  of	  the	  
seminar	  will	  be	  of	  great	  value	  to	  both	  the	  students	  and	  the	  professor	  guiding	  the	  seminar	  as	  it	  
unfolds.	  
	  

11.	  Possible	  Course	  texts	  and	  other	  materials	  

English	  Sixteenth-‐Century	  Verse:	  An	  Anthology.	  Richard	  S.	  Sylvester,	  ed.	  

Sonnet	  Central—an	  online	  resource	  
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