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Argumentative essays are also known as “persuasive essays,” “opinion essays,” or “position papers.” In 
an argumentative essay, the author adopts a position on a debatable issue and uses reason and 
evidence to convince the reader of his/her opinion. Argumentative essays generally follow this 
structure. 

Introduction  provides some background information on topic 

 indicates that it is a controversial topic 

 ends with thesis statement 
 

Thesis Statement  one sentence at the end of the introduction 

 states your opinion on the issue, often using “should” or “must” 

 lists reasons to support that opinion 

 may also mention the counter argument (i.e. opposite opinion): if it does, 
use a word like “although,” “while,” “despite the fact that,” or “however” to 
distinguish it from your opinion. 

    e.g. Some Canadians may think that the death penalty is an appropriate punishment;  
    COUNTER ARGUMENT 
 however, it shouldn’t be allowed because it is inhumane and does not reduce crime. 
            AUTHOR’S OPINION                      REASON 1                  REASON 2 

    e.g. Although the internet can spread misinformation, the internet is good for democracy  
   COUNTER ARGUMENT    AUTHOR’S OPINION 
 because it lets us exercise freedom of speech and it exposes us to a variety of opinions. 
   REASON 1     REASON 2 
 
Body Paragraphs 
 

 discuss 1 reason from your thesis  

 begin with a topic sentence that reminds the reader of your opinion and 
introduces the reason that will be discussed in that paragraph 
 
e.g. First, the internet is good for democracy because it lets citizens exercise 
their freedom of speech. 
 

 explain the logic of that reason, and provide examples, facts, and statistics  
 
Counter Argument 

 

 if you mention the counter argument in your thesis, briefly summarize it in a 
body paragraph, then rebut or disprove it using logic or evidence 

 use a phrase like those below when discussing the counter argument 
 
e.g.  Some people feel that …, Many think that …, Opponents say that …, 
Some researchers argue that … 

 
Conclusion 

 

 restates your opinion  

 reviews the reasons and main evidence discussed in the body paragraphs 

 

 



Sample Argumentative Essay 

In 1969 the New Brunswick legislature adopted the Official Languages Act, which gave the 
English and French languages equal status under the law and ensured New Brunswickers’ right to 
receive services from the government in their preferred language. At the time, many citizens expressed 
concerns over bilingualism. Recently, the debate about official bilingualism has been reignited. Many 
people have called for the end of bilingualism in New Brunswick; some even question the value of 
bilingualism altogether. However, New Brunswick should remain an officially bilingual province because 
it protects the rights of the French-speaking minority and it is both culturally and economically valuable 
for the province. 

First, New Brunswick should remain officially bilingual because it will help ensure equal rights for 
the French-speaking minority in New Brunswick. For instance, the Official Languages Act ensures that 
citizens can educate their children in their first language. This means that French-language public 
schools are funded and protected by the provincial government. Without this provision, Francophones 
may not have access to education in their native language. Moreover, the Official Languages Act 
guarantees French speakers access to health care in their first language. This is important because if 
patients aren’t able to express themselves in their first language, they may not be able to communicate 
their symptoms properly, and this may lead to misdiagnoses or poor medical treatment. In short, official 
bilingualism is vital in ensuring the rights to health and education for the French-speaking citizens of 
New Brunswick. 

 Some New Brunswick residents and politicians have expressed concern over the costs associated 
with official bilingualism. For instance, in September 2012, Conservative MLA Dr. Jim Parrott spoke out 
against duplicating health services in francophone and anglophone communities. While it may cost more 
to provide education and medical treatment in two languages, these services are so essential that the 
need for them outweighs the cost. Furthermore, rather than being an economic drain, bilingualism may 
actually benefit the province financially.   

New Brunswick should maintain its officially bilingual status because it is valuable both 
economically and culturally. Official bilingualism helps promote economic development and is especially 
valuable in areas of international business. While English is currently the international language of 
business, French is the language of international diplomacy. Businesses that function in both official 
languages are therefore in good standing globally and are in a better position to build relationships with 
foreign investors. In addition, official bilingualism allows free cultural exchange between the two 
language groups. This enriches New Brunswick’s own culture: if New Brunswick remains officially 
bilingual, the distinct traditions, music, and art of both language groups will be able to contribute to the 
texture of life in New Brunswick. Having a rich local culture may also attract tourists, which can further 
boost the province’s economy. 

 In conclusion, New Brunswick should remain officially bilingual because it helps ensure that all 
citizens have access to vital services in their native language. Although some critics have complained 
about the high cost of maintaining the equal status of English and French, official bilingualism has great 
cultural value and may even improve the province’s economy.* 

 

                                                           
*
 NOTE: In order to make this a strong research paper, many of the statements made in this essay would need to 

be supported by other sources (e.g. books, articles, online sources).  


